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BARGAIN BARGAIN 

I LAKE MOTORS • Eagle Lake i 

^ USED CAR SPECIALS!' 
C!ARS... . _ Our Price 

1994 Olds Cutlass Supreme SL Red, GM Program Car. LOADED!...» 

1994 Olds Cutlass Supreme SL White, GM Program Car. LOADED!... ....J13,995'"' 
1994 Olds Cutlass Supreme SL Maroon; National Car Rental.... M 3,495" 
1994 Pontiac Grand Am SE Aqua; National Car Rental »..«„.«....«... .„J12,495'«' 
1994 Pontiac SunbirdSE Bright Red; National Car Rental.... «9,995'"' 
1993 Chevy Corsica LT Program Car. 2 to ChooM From!.......... »8,995'« 
1991 Ford Thunderbird Super Coupe LowMiies DYNAMITEI..... .....M2,995'«' 
1990 Olds Cutlass Supreme Low Miles. One Owner!.................................... 

1990 Olds Calais 4-Door WEFWANCEI... ' 3 , 9 9 5 
1982 Chevy Monte Carlo 42,000 Actual Miies. WE FINANCE! ........„»..„«. „ 

TRUCKS 
1994 Chevy Astro Van CL oniyio,oooMiies M6,995°o 
1993 Chevy S-10 Blazer 4-Door Tahoe 46.ooo!Mies ' 1 4 , 9 9 5 ° ° 
1991 Chevy 1/2-Ton Pickup 36,000! Miles. Company Demo '9,5950° 
1991 Chevy Suburban, Texas stagecoach Conversion __̂  '14,^595°° 

1989 Chevy 3/4-Ton Pickup ooodwod̂Tnide '7,995°° 
1978 Chevy 1/2-Ton Pickup Great for the Farm! As is. M,995'"' 

"Home of Award Winning Service" 

"=—> LAKE MOTORS, INC. 
• Chevrolet • Geo 

• Oldsmoblle • Cadillac 
323 S. McCarty Eagle Lake 409-234-5556 
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Hospital _ 
rounding area (especially from die 
Pink Ladies Auxiliary) to augment 
operating revenue, die future ap­
peared assured. Loyal patients, a 
stable physician staff, and a growing 
economy had, and would continue to 
serve die hospital well. 

Indeed, by 1980 die "new" hospi­
tal was so busy and so full diat space 
was at a premium. Because die hospi­
tal was frequently at 100% occupancy 
in diose days, patients were some­
times kept in closets or hallways until 
a bed could be found. 

Reacting to what diey saw as a 
critical need for more space, die Board 
decided to build a new wing onto die 
facility to accommodate die ever-in­
creasing demands placed upon it by 
die community and the surrounding 
area. Again, because of incredibility 
generous gifts from die hospital's 
patrons, no debt was incurred during 
die construction of die new wing, 
which opened in 1984. 

Hindsight shows us, as it often 
does, diat diese good years were die 
cabn before die storm. The flrst and 
most serious influence in die hos­
pital's downturn neared in 1984, die 
very year the new wing of Eagle Lake 
Community Hospital opened, as a 
result of a fundamental change Medi­
care made in die way it paid fcM' hospi­
tal care in die U.S. 

Driven by concerns in Washing­
ton diat die Medicare system was 
about to be swamped by debt, to cut 
costs, Medicare created an entirely 
new system by which hospitals were 
paid. 

Where under the old system hospi­
tals were reimbursed for die total cost 
of care for Medicare patients no matter 
how much money was involved or 
how many days in die hospital were 
needed to deal widi a problem, now 
under die new system Medicare would 
pay only a set fee for a certain diagno­
sis. So if a patient had, say, a kidney 
stone, Medicare might pay $ 1,000.00, 
and any difference between diat 
amount and die usually-much-higher 
actual cost die hospital incurred in 

Continued from Page 1 
treating die patient's problem would 
have to be absorbed by die hospital. 

Just so no one misunderstanids, let 
me say this again: Medicare pays only 
a set fee, dqiending upon what die 
patient's diagnosis is; the actual cost 
of treating the patient is not a consid­
eration to Medicare. Thus, the hospi­
tal gets paid die same fee for treating 
all patients widi die same diagnosis, 
no matter how long die hospital stay or 
what services are used. 

Anodier change Medicare made in 
1984 had to do with restrictions im­
posed upon physicians. 

This new rule made physician's 
decisions as to whedier to admit a 
patient to die hospital, how to treat him 
or her once admitted, and when to 
discharge a patient from he hospital 
the subject of a review by a committee 
of physicians who had die power to 
advise Medicare not to pay for any­
thing diey didn't like. 

Taken together, these Medicare 
changes forced physicians to look 
carefully at dieir use of hospitalization 
in the treatment of patients, because 
the new Medicare rules were clearly 
aimed at reducing die cost of healdi-
care by reducing die role of the hospi­
tal in it 

Suddenly, many things diat used 
to be done in the hospital were now 
done in doctor's offices or in special 
facilities where the patient did not 
have to remain overnight. New medi­
cal technology was developed which 
gready shortened die lengdi of time 
those who did have to be admitted to 
die hospital had to stay. 

These abnipt changes hit Eagle 
Lake Community Hospital hard, but 
we were not alone. Across Texas and 
all over the nation, hospitals staffed, 
equipped, and sized to fit die old sys­
tem watched in horror as die number 
of patients checking in plummeted 
and the lengdi of stays of diose who 
did come dropped off sharply. 

Texas alone has seen 57 rurals 
hospitals close for good (164 total 
hospital closures), since 1980. In our 
immediate area, hospitals in Sealy, 

Land deal for airport goes ttirough. 

Holland says, no tax rate increase for 1996 
By Lynda Appeit, Contributing Writer 

Eagle Lake City Council agreed to 
purchase 27.982 acres of land from 
Ice Frazar Jr. and his sons, Joe N. 
Frazar HI and Richard D. Frazar, for 

the airport expansion project at its 
regular meeting last week, March 14. 

Negotiations on die acreage has 
been an ongoing CouncU item since 

die first letter of offer in Sept. of last 
year. 

Terms of the purchase are: 
•27.982 acres at $650 per acre. 

City sales tax rebate shows slight gain 
'Texas employment has risen by over 331,000 jobs in 

the last year, to stand at 7.9 million jobs, for another new 
all-time high," State Comptroller John Sharp said Friday, 
March 10, as he delivered $122.6 million in March sales 
tax rebates to 1,073 Texas cities and 111 counties. 

The City of Eagle Lake received a check in die amount 
of $8,ill.34,9.85% higher dian die $7,392.49 in March 
1994. 

Sharp continued, "This added employment translates 
into increased consumer confidence, which has resulted in 
an 11.8% increase in sales tax rebates as compared to 
March 1994." 

Local city sales tax rebates for March were $110.9 
million, 12.2% above die payments one year ago of $98.8 
niillion. The rebates of $11.7 million to Texas counties 
reflect a 9% increase over the $10.7 million payments of 
March 1994. 

This HKMidi's payments include kx:al sales taxes col­
lected in Jan. and reported by businesses filing mondily 
returns in Feb. 

The City of HoustO(i received die larges municipal 
sales tax rebate of $15.7 million, up 8.5% from die $14.4 
million in March 1994. 
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of Weimar, liic. 
Scientific Pest & 
Termite Control 
1-800-421-BUGS 

Tractor Parts 
Save 40-60% —{}—6 & New 

C«M-tH, John DMr«, MF, AC. Ford. 
Buying salvage tra(^ors daily 

E A Q L E TRACTOR 
409-234-2516 1-800-833-5867 

"The Houston metro area added 48,600 jobs in die last 
year, widi the largest gains coming in the trade sector widi 
13,500 new jobs," Sharp said. 

The $9.7 million payment to die City of Dallas for 
March was the second largest,. 8.1% above die $9 million 
for die same period last year. 

"Dallas employment rose by 4.3%, adding 64,100jobs 
since this time last year," Sharp stated. 

The San Antonio sales tax rebate for March was $6.4 
million, 17.7% more dian die March 1994 payment of $5.4 
million. 

"The Alamo City's employment gains continued widi 
23,100 new jobs added for a 4% increase in die last year," 
Sharp said. 

The Austin sales tax rebate for March was $5.6 million, 
19.6% above dieir March 1994 payment of $4.7 million. 

"Austin has regained its status as die fastest growing 
major metro area in Texas, widi employment growing a 
whopping 6.8% in die last year," Sharp said, "for die 
highest year-over-year employment growdi in Austin 
since summer 1993." 

The City of Fort Woidi's $3 nuUion rebate was 6.1 % 
above the $2.8 nuUion delivered in March 1994. Arlington 
received $2.7 Qiillion, a 3.5% increase over die $2.6 
million for the same period last year. 

"The Fort Wordi-Arlington area gained 14,400 new 
jobs since last year for a 2.3% increase, widi die service and 
trade sectors showing the most jobs added," Sharp stated. 

Increased consumer confidence was reflected in the 
March rebate to die City ctf El Paso, $2.6 million, up 6.3% 
from die $2.4 millicm sent in March 1994. 

"El Paso's enqjloyment rose by 3.6% in die last year," 
Sharp said. "Plus, Wrangler has announced plans for 3(X) 
new jobs to accommodate increased demand for jeans." 

OdKr cities in our area, the amounts of sales tax rebates 
this mondi, along widi die change from last year are: 

Columbus, $26,474.45,+16.92%; Weimar, $6,897.42, 
+4.20%; Sealy, $29,587.41, +14.85%; Bellville, 
$16,253.60, +11.98%; ElCampo, $107,366.03, +14.59%; 
and Whaiton, $65,678.56, +5.85%. 

Year-to-dale totals (based on die mondi rebates were 
distributed) for die above cities are: Columbus, 
$109,597.30, +12.10%; Weimar, $30,358.40, +5.41%; 
Sealy, $118,782.29, +14.53%; BeUville. $62,868.95, 
+6.95%; El Campo, $390,238.40,+10.03%; and Wharton, 
$249,570.16, -0.41% 

On die county level, Colorado County's March check 
was for $31,229.21, up 24.63% from last year, giving a 
year-to-dale total of $140,844.86, up 28.97%. Wharton 
County, $78,927.94, +9.89%; year-to^laie, $271,123^2, 
+4.63%. Austin County, $41,043.60, +1.75%; year-io-
daie,$157,389;i7,+5.66%. 

EB AIR CONDITIONING 
& HEATING SERVICE 

215 County Road 291, East Bernard 

409-335-4262 
WLfUNOX Your Independent 
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plus damages of $28,842.10, for a 
total price of $47,031.40; 

•The seller will retain mineral 
rights and royalties; 

•A new entrance will be provided 
for die remaining 113 acres, including 
a gravel road from Connor Road to die 
property, a 30 foot gate, and a work 
area inside die gate; 

•The City will pay any cost in­
curred by LCRA in moving die water 
box and/or boxes or canals toapointor 
points necessary to effectively water 
die remaining 113 acres; 

•The City will pay all expenses 
incurred in die acquisition; including, 
but not limited to closing costs, re­
cording the deed, and any and all other 
legal documents and fees; 

•The City wUI furnish, install and 
maintain a proper fence along die east 
side of die acquired 27.982 acres diat 
will protect die runway from catde; 

•The City will erect an earthen 
levee along die fence line, specified 
above, on the Frazar side of the fence 
widi the majcM" slope of die levee being 
toward die remaining 113 acres; this is 
to be installed by the City from die din 
on die land being acquired by dieCity; 
and a drainage way will be installed on 
die buyer's side of die fence to protect 
runway from flooding from possible 
levee failure; and 

•The City will accept die re­
sponsibility for property taxes as of 
Jan. 1,1995, for die 27.982 acres. 

The proposed budget for die 1995-
96 fiscal year was reviewed and dis­
cussed. 

A public budget hearing will be 
held at die March 28 meeting. 

City Manager Ron Hcdiand tokl 
Council diat die same tax rate and tax 
base, used in 1994-95, was used to 
figure die new budget 

"As it is presented, dierc will be no 
tax increase. The (^)erating budget 
expenses are pretty much in line widi 
what they were last year," said Hol­
land. 

Holland announced dial garbage 
rates will inaease from $9.50 to $11 
per mondi per household reflected on 
die June 1 billing if die ordinance is 
adopted next Tuesday. 

The garbage fund is some $25,000 
short due to die increase of landfill 
fees. 

According to Holland, die City 
will try to recoup the fees diat didn't 
increase last year due to die fact diat 
die City was looking at private coUec-

"The citizens will participate with 
us," said Cook. 

BUI Appeit was appointed as pre­
siding election judge for die May 6 
election with Helen Supak as alter­
nate. Three clerks will be hired. 

Budget expenditures were moved 
from one line item to anodier in die 
Police and Water Departments and did 
not change die total amount for the 
departments or dieir budgets. 

Bill Bersky, representative of TCI 
Central Inc., received approval for a 
cable increase on one-time installa­
tion and mondily equipment charges. 

Under administrative reports, 
Holland told Council diat sidewalk 
work is being done by die Texas 
Department of Transportation and not 
by the City. The workers are adding 
handicap ramps to existing sidewalks. 

According to Holland, K-9 Officer 
Jack Knox and canine, Posha, have 
made several drug arrests. 

Also some 25 applications for the 
police chiefs position have been re­
ceived. 

Councilwoman Ren6 Coo^r-
Scott announced diat die Selection 
Committee has narrowed diose 25 
down to 14 candidates. Applk;ations 
are to be received through March 17. 

She commented on the high quali­
fications of the applicants to be inter­
viewed. 

Shiner, Ganado, Giddings and Bas­
trop were forced out of business. 

Other devek)ped various strate­
gies to stay afk)at For example, Co­
lumbus, Cuero, Hidlettsville, Yoakum 
and Bay City formed hospital tax dis­
tricts. (In 1993 diere were 99 hospital 
tax districts in Texas). 

In Brenham and Wharton, com­
peting hospitals merged. 

In other areas, huge hospital-man­
agement firms bought local hospitals 
and made diem profitable by ruthless 
cost-cutting and price-raising some­
times at die expense of necessary serv­
ices. No matter how it was donie, it is 
safe to say no hospital in die U.S. 
emerged from diese changes widiout 
scars. And, as 1 said. Eagle Lake Com­
munity Hospital is certainly no excep­
tion. 

The second factor in Eagle Lake 
Conununity Hospital's decline is die 
local economy. 

At about the same time in die mid-
1980s that die Medicare changes were 
being made, die Eagle Lake area expe­
rienced an economic downturn from 
which it has not recovered. 

The population of die area has not 
dropped much, but die income of 
diose who remain is significandy 
lower. Fewer people in the area have 
healdi insurance, and of diose who do, 
more are in managed care plans which 
lower costs to participants by forcing 
hospitals to discount dieir charges in 
return for their business. 

The final consideration in diis situ­
ation has to do widi physician staffing. 
The story here is one of ups and 
downs; Dr. J.R. Laughlin and J.C. 
Laughlin had already retired by die 
time all these changes began, leaving 
Dr. Raymond Thomas, Dr. Curtis 
Laughlin and Dr. Jose Ugarte as die 
main support of die hospital. 

Fortunately, Dr. Russell Thomas 
joined his father in practice here in 
1984, increasing to four die number of 
physicians die hospital could count 
on. 

The unfortunate and untimely 
deadi of Dr. Curtis Laughlin in 1986 
was a blow. And, when Dr. Jose 
Ugarte left for Operation Desert 
Storm in 1991 and for good in 1992, 
die hospital was forced to rely on die 
admissions of only two physicians. 

It must be pointed out here that 
hospitals are not like odier businesses 
which can increase dieir revenue by 
advertising or cutting prices. Hospi­
tals must rely upon physicians to ad­
vise patients diat diey need hospital ' 
care. The fewer physicians sending 
patients to a given hospital, die less 
will be the revenue produced by that 
hospital. 

Indeed, so sharp has been die 
plunge in revenue at Eagle Lake Com­
munity Hospital diat in die years since 
1983, only one year, 1991, has shown 
a positive net income, and that was due 
to a large sum of money willed to die 
hospital by a generous donor. 

Next Week: Strategies ELCH has 
used to improve its financial viabil­
ity. 

Candidates 
Continued from Page 1 

will hold an election to fUI 2 seats on 
die Board of Trustees. Since die dis­
trict is in the middle of its spring break, 
no one was available at die admini­
stration office to update the list of 
candidates. 

As of last Tuesday, March 14, Jack 
Vawter, incumbent for Place 4, had 
filed for re-election; and Robin Tho­
mas of Eagle Lake had filed for Place 
5 which had been held by Sam Center 
until recendy. 

Pharmacy & Your Health 

EAGLE LAKE DRUGSTORE 
Steve K. Balas, RPh 

702 South McCarty • Eagle Lake • 234-2502 
•Patient Counseling • We Accept Master Card, VISA, Discover 8i 

American Express 'Insurance Plans: Blue Cross, NPA, PCS, Pro-
Sen/e, Sanus, PAID, Texas Medicaid 

24 Hour Emergency Phone: 234-3634 

Ĵ New Concerns About Acetammophen Safety 

tax revanuae; valuaa ara 
tha month aalae tax waa oolactad. 

twn. 
Council recendy decided to de­

cline private collection and continue 
widi die City's present mediod of 
collection. 

Mayor Robby Cook discussed a 
program he plans lo propose to help 
clean up neighborhoods. 

Neighborhood Trash Brigades 
will be organized and trash win be 
bfoafhl to one (tf several rented 

placed in strategic places 
Bt die city. 

Acetaminophen is back in the news. In late December there were 
news reports of health problems linked to acetaminophen (Tylenol), a 
popular over-the-counter pain and fever medicine. These reports 
indicated that use of the drug could lead to kidney and liver damage. 
Media reports were based on a study in the New England Journal of 
Medicine. 

According to the study conducted at Johns Hopkins University, 
about 10 percent of serious kidney disease in the United States is 
caused by acetaminophen that is taken for long periods of time. For 
example, taking more than one 325 mg tablet of acetaminophen every 
day for over a year can double a person's risk of kidney failure. The 
same risk existed if more than 1,000 tablets were Uken over several 
years. Persons who took aspirin did not appear to have this increased 
risk. A separate research team reported that consumption of high 
doses of acetaminophen during voluntary or illness-related fasting 
can cause serious liver damage. 

Researchers indicate that these findings do not effect most situa­
tions where people take acetaminophen for a few days for a headache, 
fever, or the flu. This medicine has a long record of safety and can 
continue to be used safely if proper dosage guidelines are followed. 

Prairie Edge Players present,., 

''Bull in a 
China Shop" 

Friday & Saturday 
March 31 & April 1 
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Commissioners meet extension agent candidate 
Colorado County Commissioners 

received a first-hand look at a pro­
posed candidate to fill the extension 
agent-agriculture position in Colo­
rado County Monday morning when 
Jack Hunter of MadLson County was 
presented to the Court 

Hunter was introduced by Lin 
Wilson, district extension director of 
the Texas Agricultural Extension 
Service in Corpus Christi, as a poten­
tial candidate to fill the vacancy cre­
ated by the recent move of Rick Jahn. 

"We have completed our in­
terview process and feel we have a 
candidate widi a vested interest in 
moving toColoradoCounty. We truly 
feel he (Hunter) is the best person for 

the job," said Wilson. 
The meeting was an opportunity 

for Hunter to address die commission­
ers and vice versa, answering any 
questions either party might have for 
the other. 

Hunter has 17 years experience 
widi die extension program with die 
past 11-1/2 years l^ing in Madison 
County. He also has worked in Orange 
and Brazos counties. 

A graduate of Van Alstyne High 
School with a bachelor's and master's 
degree from Texas A&M University, 
Hunter told die Court diat his primary 
hobby was raising beef catde. 

"1 diink 1 will be a good fit for 
Colorado County. I am community 

NEWSBRIEFS J 
You can register to vote locally 

Anyone who is qualified to vote, but not registered can do so locally by 
contacting one of two persons who have been "deputized". You can call Sherry 
Gould at Eagle Lake Community Hospital, 234-5571, or Marilyn Mueller at 
234-2066, Eagle Lake Medical Clinic. Call during regular business hours to 
add your name to the list of registered voters in Colorado County. 

School needs volunteers 
Eagle Lake Middle School is searching for volunteers to help students with 

self-esteem and lessons. A brief orientation has been set for 2 p.m. on Monday, 
April 3, to ready die volunteers to help the children. Contact Olivia Maxie at 
234-3501 for more information. Hope to see you diere! Also, volunteers are 
needed to as.sist with the Chili CookofT scheduled for April 6. Contact Ms. 
Maxie if you'd like to help. 

CCA board meeting March 30 
Combined Community Action Inc. will hold its Board of Directors meeting 

on Thursday, March 30, at 7 p.m. at die CCA Center in La Grange. The public 
is invited to attend. 

Fort Bend singles dance 
The Fort Bend S ingles are sponsoring a dance on Friday, March 31, at 8 p.m. 

at die Knights of Columbus Hall in Needville. The public is welcomed to 
attend. Door prizes will be given. For more information call 713-232-4782 or 
409-793-4573. 

Lions Club BBQ dinner April 2 
The Eagle Lake Lions Club will hold a barbecue dinner on Sunday, April 

2, at die Eagle Lake Golf Course. The dinner will consist of half a chicken widi 
all the trimmings for $5 per person. Eat diere or take it widi you. 

Native Plant Society field trip Saturday 
The Native Plant Society Chapter of Columbus will host a field trip on April 

1. Those participating are asked to meet at die home of Mary Anne Pickens. 
Guests are welcome. The trip will end at noon. Be sure and wear comfortable 
shoes and protective clothing. For more information call ^09-732-5058. 

Rabies Clinic in Garwood April 1 
The Garwood Lions Club is sponsoring a Rabies Clinic on SaL April 1. 

Dogs and cats can be vaccinated for $6 each at the Garwood School Shop 
between 12 and 2 p.m. Dr. R. H. Potter will be giving die vaccinations. 

Habitat for Humanities to meet April 4 
Habitat for Humanities will meet at die United Methodist Church located 

at 301 West St. Charles in Weimar on Tues. April 4 at 7 p.m. 

Congressional rep in Columbus 
Congressman Greg Laughlin will have a Congressional assistant at die 

courthouse in Columbus on Tuesday, April 4, between die hours of 9:30 and 
11 a.m. 

Senior Citizens dance April 7 
The Eagle Lake Knights of Columbus Council #4843 will sponsor a senior 

citizens dance on Friday, April 7, from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. at die KCHall. Music 
will be provided by the Country Playboys. Singles and couples are welcome for 
$4 per person. Refreshments and door prizes will be given and die public is 
invited. 

'Cultures on the Colorado' next Saturday 
The Wharton Chamber of Commerce will hold "Cultures on die Cok)rado" 

on Saturday, April 8, from 10 a.m to 6 p.m. There will be live music all day on 
two stages, food, drink and craft boodis. For more information call 409-532-
1862. • 

oriented and will stress die 4-H pro­
gram," said Hunter. 

He added diat he is die current 
president of die Madison County 
Farm Bureau and was recendy elected 
to die chamber's board of directors. 

Commissioners questioned Hunt­
er on his knowledge of rice and row 
crops and Hunter said tie would have 
to releam some of die technology, but 
"I would accept diat as a challenge." 

Hunter said he had also in­
terviewed for a position for another 
county and diere was die possibility 
for two additional interviews. 

"I am ready for a move and 1 (ike 
what I have seen in Colorado County, 
but I also have some odier offers" said 
Hunter. 

Wilson emphasized time and 
again that Hunter was die "best person 
for the job" in Colorado County and, 
hopefully, die position would be filled 
by May 1. 

The Court also received an update 

from Larry Blazek of die Texas De­
partment of Transportation on Colo­
rado County projects. Blazek in­
formed commissioners that a 12-niile 
section of Interstate 10 from Alleyton 
to die Austin County line will be 
reworiced. 

In odier business, die Court: 
•Rejected an offer for an exchange 

deed from Dr. Joseph Colquhoun for 
right of way along Weishuhn Road in 
Precinct 3 afterCommissioner Jerome 
Wicke said it was no longer needed; 

•Adopted a resolution of respect 
for Margaret Litzmann, county clerk 
from Feb. 17,1967, to Dec. 31,1968; 

•Adopted a resolution of appre­
ciation for Darrell Gertson for his 
service as the county's emei^ency 
management coordinator; 

•Adopted a resolution In support 
of House Bill 252 to oudaw die use of 
salt domes and sulphur mines for 
hazardous waste disposal at die re-

(See Commissioners, Page 10) 

Prairie Edge Players 
presentation this weekend 

Prairie Edge Players are putting die final touches on dieir upcoming 
production of "Bull in a China Shop" scheduled for Friday and Saturday, 
March 31 and April 1, at 8 p.m Performances wUI be held in die Prairie 
Edge Museum at 408 E. Main: 

The comedy-mystery by C.B. Gilford shows what happens when a 
houseful of sweet, litUe old spinsters discover that a handsome bachekv 
lives just across die street. When they leam he is a homicide detective, 
diey are faced widi die problem of how to attract his attention. The 
answer is simplicity itself: a nice, genteel homicide widi one of dieir 
number as victim! 

The play, featuring actors fixim Eagle Lake, Sheridan and Garwood, 
is directed by Dr. Raymond Thomas and produced by Mrs. Helen Craig. 
It promises outstanding entertainment for die entire family. 

Some reserved seat tickets are still available from Liz Waddell at 
Gifts of Distinction, 115 N. McCarty in Eagle Lake. The price of 
reserved seating is $8. 

General admission tickets may be purchased from any cast or crew 
member at a cost of $5.50. Tickets will also be available at die door. 

Mark your calendars for March 31 and April 1 and be in Eagle Lake 
for one of diose evenings! 

For more information, call 234-2807. 

Saying the Hospital, doing the tax district... Part 2 

Board strategies to keep the Hospital 
Submitted By 

ELCH Administration 
Last week, the history of Eagle 

Lake Community Hospital was re­
viewed widi focus on the factors con­
tributing to die Hospital's financial 
difficulties. To summarize, major 
changes in die Medicare/Medicaid 
programs, local economic stagnation, 
and physician/staff reductions during 
the past decade have been die signifi­

cant causes of die Hospital's prob­
lems. 

This week, we take a look at some 
of die ways we' ve tried to deal widi die 
problem. 

To increase die number of physi­
cians using the hospital, the Board of 
Directors coopwating widi die Tho­
mas Clinic, sought to recruit anodier 
physician to be part of die clinic. The 
recruiting process proved surprisingly 

lengdiy and, because of its lengdi, a 
physician's assistant was hired to 
handle some of die patient load while 
die search continued. Finally, as a 
result of diis effort. Dr. John Lane 
joined die Thomas Clinic in 1993. 

Anodier way to increase admis­
sions to die Hospital was toexpanddie 
service area of die Hospital by estab­
lishing clinics outside the customary 
service area. Physicians in those clin-

Wintermann honored 
David Wintermann of Eagia Laka, right, vvas hen-

orad by the Texaa Parka & WIMIIfa and U.S. Flah & 
Wildlife Departmanta for "committmant to tha conaar-
vation of Texaa natural reaouroaa Includkig the 
Attwater'a Prairie Chicken. For more than 25 yeara you 
have been advocating ecoaystema management and 

have aet an example for both federal and atate agen-
ciea." 

Preaenting the certificate of appreciatkMi waa Steve 
Labuda, manager of Attwater'a Prairie Chicken Na-
tkNiai Refuge outalde Eagle Lake, and Royca Jurriea 
with TP&W. (Sea Page 7 for addtionai photoa.) 

ics would admit people to die Hospital 
which established the clinic. 

Many of our neighboring hospitals 
have set up such clinics. For exampk, 
die Colorado-Fayette Medical Center 
in Weimar has established clinKS in 
Flatonia, Schulenburg and Giddings; 
Columbus Community Hospital has a 
clinic in Industry; and Trinity Medical 
Center in Brenham has clincs in La 
Grange as well as Giddings. 

In 1989, die Board of Directors 
decided to open a clinic in Sealy since 
die Sealy Hospital had closed in 1987. 
The initial effnt to establish a cliiuc 
failed to achieve die goal of more 
admissions. The Board tried again in 
1993 widi a new clinic directed by Dr. 
Jaime Midez. Unfortunately, Dr. 
Midez has just recendy left to join a 
busy, urban practice elsewhere in the 
state, but die Sealy Medical Qinic is 
having a positive impact on die Hospi­
tal because of die fiill-time nurse prac­
titioner and physkian suî xirt from 
Drs. Ravindra Kumar and Russell 
Thomas. 

Finally, in 1992, die Board at­
tempted to bring in anodier physkian 
to replace Dr. Jose Ugarte; !>. Kumar 
joined the health care group in this 
area in 1994. 

The turnover diat we have experi­
enced in die years since physician 
recruiting began is, unfortunately, 
quite characteristk of physKians re­
cruited to serve in rural areas. 

In addition to physician recruiting, 
diere have been extensive fund-rais­
ing efforts. The Board formed die Rice 
Medical Foundation for die primary 
purpose of raising money, and it has 
had considerable success. The money 
raised ($250,000 in 1994), however, 
has all gone to subsidize Hospital 
operation. 

The results of all diese efforts have 
been substantial, but not substantial 

(Sec Hospital, Page 10) 

'100 Women In Hats' April 9 
Providence Baptist Church will present 100 "Women in Hats" on Sunday 

morning, April 9, at 11:30 a.m. Rev.Coby Shorter Jr., Pastor, invites die public 
to attend. For more information call 409-234-2069. 

study Club plans trip 
The Eagle Lake Study Club is planning a trip on April 12 to die Painted 

Churches in the Schulenburg area. The trip will be made by private vehicle so 
an accurate count must be had to arrange for enough cars. A box lunch will be 
available for $3, tour cost is $4 per person. Call Betty Wifcox at 234-3554 for 
infnrmarinn and rft<;ervatiQn. 

Eagle Lake Police. Colorado County Sheriff... 

Law enforcement report 'routine' week 
On March 25 at 2:35 »n.. Offioer custody and turned over to die juve-

Clem Johnson was dispatched to nile probation office for aggravated 
Shiriey Street in reference to a fight in assault-family violence, 
progress. A juvenile was taken into (Set Law, Page 10) 

Volunteers to 
scour the state 

The Eagle Lake Police Depart­
ment reported diat on March 22, Offi­
cer Jeremy Moore was dispatched to 
200 E. Post Office Street in reference 
to a fight in pwDgress. Sgt. Steve Has-
sin was at die scene tallung to die two 
females when Mooie arri^. The fe­
males agreed not to fight any mote and 
no charges would be filed if diey did as 
agreed. 

Later, Officer Moore was dis-
patched to Pendleton Street in refer-

Farmer's Market need members 
The CokM-ado County Farmer's Market is actively seeking members for die 

1995 market The market offers members an excellent opportunity lo direcdy 
market dieir produce (vegetables, baked goods, handicrafts i id potted {rtana) 
to die consumer. If interested, call 409-732-2082 for more detaUs. 

Seaholm Golf Tournament set for April 22 
The annual Nancy Juul Seaholm Golf Tournament is scheduled for Satur­

day, April 22. Information has been mailed out regarding sponsorship and 
player spots. If ŷ û need more information, contact Bud Seaholm at 803-232-
7229. Make plans now to be a part of die toumament 

ence to a fight in progress involving 
die same subjects but die subject who 
had allegedly started die fight was 
gone. 

Esdier Hernandez was later ar­
rested for disorderiy conduct-fight­
ing, processed at die police depart­
ment and transported to die county jail 
for confinement 

On M«ch 22, at 5:15 pm.. Officer 
Moore was dispatched to a residaice 
on Stockbridge in reference to a repoit 

of criminal mischief. A leport was 
taken and die case is under investiga­
tion. 

Officer Briai Ochoa is investigat­
ing a report of burglary of a motor 
vehicle which occurred at die Eagle 
Lake Community Hospital parking k)t 
on March 23, and reported at 6:59 a m 
Two vehicles were broken into at diis 
time. 

On March 24, at4:32 a.m. Officer 
Ochoa was diqwtched to die police 
department to talk to a complainant 
who reported diat she had been beaten 
up. Afta meeting widi die female 
complainant, Ochoa arrested Christo­
pher Lujan for family violence. He 
was transported to die county j s l for 
confinement 

Officer Jake Garcia met widi a 
complainant at die polce department 
00 March 25 at 1105 a.m. to fDe an 
aataalt charge. A report was taken and 
die case is under investigation. 

People are ulking trash again in 
Texas. 

They'U be heard k)ud and dear on 
Saturday, April 1, when some 102,000 
Adopt-a-Highway and Keep Texas 
Beautiful volunteen participate in die 
lOdi annual "Great Texas Thah-Off," 
leadyiiv die Lone Star State for an­
odier coiorfal wddflower seaion. Part 
of die Texas Department of Tms-
podatioa'i (TxOCrr) "Don't Mess 
Widi Teui- — ' — 

Trash-Off, is AM Of M Ulun'l UVg-
est one-day cleaiMqw. 

More dian 1,500 Adopt-a-Higb-
way groups will scoor state roadways 
for litter, while Keep TexM BeMtifiil 
affiliates in 75 coaaiHiliM wiD be 
spradng «p city 
and parts. The groups expect to pick 
up 7.7 gaUoas of Utter statewide. 

I j a t ytm matkei iia Uneat 
TTasb-OfT to dale, with 9SjOOO votaa-

•HHaiHfln 


