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1994 Olds Cutlass Supreme SL. fu, oMProgam Car. LOADED! cewvee d! 3,995”
- 1994 ml Cutlass Supreme SL. vhe o Pogan car. LOADED! e *13,995%
19‘40“0 Cutlass Supreme SL wwon et cufent e *13,495%

1994 Pontiac Grand Am SE aqa Natona car Renta 12,495
- 1994 Pontiac Sunbird SE s e vsors ca e . *9,995%
1993 Chevy Corsica LT progam ca. 210Crooss Froms ¥8,995%
1991 Ford Thunderbird Super Coupe Lovises onwire.......... $12,995%
1990 Olds Cutlass Supreme Lowies one owner ¥7,295%
1990 Olds Calais 4-Door we rmance: . ; *3,995%
1982 Chevy Monte Carlo <000 cuaiies we rmance: . - ¥2,495%
TRUCKS...
1994 Chevy Astro Van CL o 1opovies "16,995%
1993 Chevy S-10 Blazer 4-Door Tahoe sowmses___ $14,995%

1991 Chevy 1/2-Ton Pickup 3000 wes conpany de. $9,595%
1991 Chevy Suburban, Texas Stagecoach Conversion ____ ¥14,5950%
1989 Chevy 3/4-Ton Pickup codwortn ¥7,995%
1978 Chevy 1/2-Ton Pickup ceaio te Famiasis $1,995%
: “Home of Award Winning Service"

LAKE MOTORS, INC.

* Chevrolet + Geo

+ Oldsmobile « Cadillac
323 S. McCarty Eagle Lake

Se Habla Espanol

409-234-5556

Land deal for aimport goes through...

Holland says, no tax rate increase

By Lynda Appeit, Contributing Writer

Eagle Lake City Council agreed to the airport expansion project at its the first letter of offer in Sept. of last
27982 acres of land from regular meeting last week, March 14. year

'f‘mnftl:pn.u:hmm::
*27.982 acres at $G50 per acre,

loe Frazar Jr. and his sons, Joe N. Negotiations on the acreage has
Frazar I1I and Richard D. Frazar, for been an ongoing Council item since

City sales tax rebate shows slight gain

“Texas employment has risen by over 331,000 jobs in “The Houston metro area added 48,600 jobs in the last
the last year, to stand at 7.9 million jobs, for another new  year, with the largest gains coming in the trade sector with
all-time high,” Stawe ler John Sharp said Friday, 13,500 new jobs,” Sharp said.

March 10, as he delivered $122.6 million in March sales The $9.7 million payment (o the City of Dallas for
tax rebates 1o 1,073 Texas cities and 111 counties. March was the second largest, 8.1% above the $9 million

The City of Eagle Lake received a check in the amount  for the same period last year.
of $8,121.34, 9.85% higher than the $7,392.49 in March “Dallas employmentrose by 4.3%, adding 64,100 jobs
1994, since this time last year," Sharp stated.

Sharp continued, “This added employment translates The San Antonio sales tax rebate for March was $6.4
into increased consumer confidence, which has resulted in - million, 17.7% more than the March 1994 payment of $5.4
an 11.8% increase in sales tax rebates as compared to  million. .

March 1994." “The Alamo City's gains continued with

Local city sales tax rebates for March were $110.9 23,100 new jobs added for a 4% increase in the last year,”
million, 12.2% sbove the payments one year ago of $98.8  Sharp said.

Thursday, March 23, 1995

Continued from Page 1

which opened in 1984,

Hindsight shows us, as it often
does, that these good years were the
calm before the storm. The first and
most serious influence in the hos-
pital’s downturn neared in 1984, the
very year the new wing of Eagle Lake
Community Hospital opened, as a
result of a fundamental change Medi-
care made in the way it paid for hospi-
tal care in the U.S.

Driven by concerns in Washing-
ton that the Medicare system was
about to be swamped by debt, to cut
costs, Medicare created an entirely
new system by which hospitals were
paid.

Where under the old system hospi-
tals were reimbursed for the total cost
of care for Medicare patients no matter
how much money was involved or
how many days in the hospital were
needed w deal with a problem, now
under the new systemMedicare would
pay only a set fee for a centain diagno-
gis. So if a patient had, say, a kidney
stone, Medicare might pay $1,000.00,
and any difference between that
amount and the usually-much-higher
actual cost the hospital incurred in

plus damages of $28,842.10, for a
total price of $47,031.40,

*The seller will retain mineral
rights and royalties;

=A new entrance will be provided
for the remaining 113 acres, including
a gravel road from Connor Road to the
property, a 30 foot gate, and a work
area inside the gate;

*The City will pay any cost in-
curred by LCRA in moving the water
box and/or boxes or canals 10 a point of
points necessary to effectively water
the remaining 113 acres;

*The City will pay all expenses
incurred in the acquisition; including,
but not limited to closing costs, re-
cording the deed, and any and all other
legal documents and fees;

«The City will furnish, install and
maintain a fence along the east
side of the acquired 27.982 acres that
will protect the runway from cattle;

«The City will erect an carthen

treating the patient’s problem would
have to be absorbed by the hospital.

Just 50 no one misunderstands, let
me say this again: Medicare only
a set fee, depending upon what the
patient's diagnosis is; the actual cost
of reating the is not a consid-
icare. Thus, the hospi-
tal gets paid the same fee for treating
all patients with the same diagnosis,
nomatter how long the hospital stay or
what services are used.

Another change Medicare made in
1984 had 1o do with restrictions im-

This new rule made physician’s
decisions as w0 whether 10 admit a
patient to the hospital, how to treat him
of her once admitied, and when to

surrounding ctuchrgeunﬁullfmmluhmpiul
ity thesubjectofarev

iew by a committee

of physicians who had the power 10
advise Medicare not 1o pay for any-
thing they didn’t like.

Taken together, these Medicare
changes forced physicians to look
carefully at their use of hospitalization
in the treatment of patients, because
the new Medicare rules were clearly
aimed at reducing the cost of health-
care by reducing the role of the hospi-
tal in it.

Suddenly, many things that used
to be done in the hospital were now
done in doctor's offices or in special
facilities where the patient did not
have to remain overnight. New medi-
cal technology was developed which
greatly shortenad the length of time
those who did have 1o be admitted 1o
the hospital had to stay.

These abrupt changes hil Eagle
Lake Community Hospital hard, but
we were not alone. Across Texas and
all over the nation, hospitals staffed,
equipped, and sized to fit the old sys-
tem watched in horror as the number
of patients checking in plummeted
and the length of stays of those who
did come dropped off sharply.

Texas alonz has seen 57 rurals
hospitals close for good (164 total
hospital closures), since 1980, In our
immediate area. hospitals in Sealy,

for 1996

“The citizens will participate with
us,” said Cook.

Bill Appelt was appointed as pre-
siding election judge for the May 6
election with Helen Supak as alter-
nate, Three clerks will be hired.

Budget expenditures were moved
from one line item (o another in the
Police and Water Departments and did
not change the wotal amount for the
departmenis or their budgets.

Bill Bersky, representative of TCI
Central Inc., received approval for a
cable increase on one-time installa-
tion and monthly equipment charges.

Under administrative reports,
Holland told Council that sidewalk
work is being done by the Texas
Department of Transportation and not
by the City. The workers are adding
handicap ramps to existing sidewalks.

According to Holland, K-9 Officer
Jack Knox and canine, Posha, have
made several drug arests.

Shiner, Ganado, Giddings and Bas-

trop were forced out of business.

Other various straie-
rill to stay afloat. For example, Co-
umbus, Cuero, Halleusville, Yoakum
and Bay City formed hospital tax dis-
tricts, (In 19973 there were 99 hospital
tax districts in Texas).

In Brenham and Wharton, com-
peting hospitals merged.

T
m them profitable by
cost-cutting and price-raising some-
times al the expense of necessary serv-
ices. No matter how it was done, it is
safe 10 say no hospital in the US.
emerged from these changes without
scars. And, as | said, Eagle Lake Com-
munity Hospital is certainly noexcep-
tion.

The second factor in Eagle Lake
Community Hospital's decline is the
local economy.

Al about the same time in the mid-
1980s that the Medicare changes were
being made, the Eagle Lake area expe-
rienced an economic downturn from
which it has not recovered.

. The population of the area has not
dropped much, but the income of
those who remain is significantly
lower. Fewer people in the area have
health insurance, and of those who do,
more are in managed care plans which
lower costs to participants by forcing
hospitals to discount their charges in
return for their business.

The final consideration in this situ-
ation has todo with physician staffing.
The story here is one of ups and
downs; Dr. JL.R. Laughlin and J.C.
Laughlin had already retired by thc
time all these changes began, leaving
Dr. Raymond Thomas, Dr, Curtis
Laughlin and Dr. Jose Ugarte as the
main support of the hospital.

Fortunately, Dr. Russell Thomas
joined his father in practice here in
1984, increasing to four the number of
physicians the hospital could count
on.

The unfortunate and untimely
death of Dr. Curtis Laughlin in 1986
wis a blow. And, when Dr, Jose
Ugarte left for Operation Desert
Storm in 1991 and for good in 1992,
the hospital was forced 1o rely on the
admissions of only two physicians,

It must be pointed out here that
hospitals are not like other businesses
which can increase their revenue by
advertising or cutting prices. Hospi-
tals must rely upon physicians 10 ad-
vise patients that they need hospital
care. The fewer physicians sending
patients to a given hospital, the less
will be the revenue produced by that
hospital.

Indeed, so sharp has been the
plunge in revenue at Eagle [_ake Com-
munity Hospital that in the years since
1983, ooly one year, 1991, has shown
apositive net income, and that was due
to a large sum of money willed to the
hospital by a generous donor.

Next Week: Sirategies ELCH has
used to improve its financial viabil-
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Commissioners meet extension agent candidate

Colorado County Commissioners
received a first-hand look at a pro-
posed candidate 1 fill the extension
agent-agriculture position in Colo-
rado County Monday moming when
Jack Hunter of Madison County was
presented to the Court.

Hunter was introduced by Lin
Wilson, district extension director of
the Texas Agnculiral Extension
Service in Corpus Christi, as a poten-
tial candidate to fill the vacancy cre-
ated by the recent move of Rick Jahn.

“We have completed our in-
terview process and feel we have a
candidate with a vested interest in
maoving to Colorado County. We truly
feel he (Hunter) is the best person for

the job,” said Wilson.

The meeting wis an opporunity
fos Hunter to address the commission-
ers and vice versa, answering any
questions either party might have for
the other,

Hunter has 17 years experience
with the extension program with the
past 11-1/2 years being in Madison
County. He also has worked in Orange
and Brazos counties.

A graduate of Yan Alstyne High
School with a bachelor's and master's
degree from Texas A&M University,
Hunter told the Court that his primary
hobby was raising beef cattle.

“l think 1 will be a good fit for
Colorado County. | am community

NEWSBRIEFS

You can register to vote locally

Anyone who is qualified 0 vote, but not registered can do so locally by
contacting one of two persons who have been “deputized”. You can call Sherry
Gould at Eagle Lake Community Hospital, 234-5571, or Marilyn Mueller at
234-2066, Eagle Lake Medical Clinic, Call during regular business hours to
add your name to the list of registered voters in Colorado County.

School needs volunteers

Eagle Lake Middle School is searching for volunteers to help students with
self-esteem and lessons. A brief orientation has been set for 2 p.m. on Monday,
April 3, 1o ready the volunteers 1o help the children. Contact Olivia Maxie at
234-3501 for more information. Hope to see you there! Also, volunteers are
needed to assist with the Chili Cookoff scheduled for April 6. Contact Ms.

Maxie if you'd like 1o help.

CCA board meeting March 30

Combined Community Action Inc. will hold its Board of Directors meeting
on Thursday, March 30, at 7 p.m. at the CCA Center in La Grange. The public

is invited to anend.

Fort Bend singles dance

The Fort Bend Singles aresponsoring a dance on Friday, March31, at8 p.m.
at the Knights of Columbus Hall in Needville, The public is welcomed to
attend. Door prizes will be given. For more information call 713-232-4782 or

409-793-4573.

Lions Club BBQ dinner April 2

The Eagle Lake Lions Club will hold a barbecue dinner on Sunday, April
2, atthe Eagle Lake Golf Course. The dinner will consist of half a chicken with
all the trimmings for $5 per person. Eat there or take it with you.

Native Plant Society field trip Saturday

The Native Plant Society Chapter of Columbus will host a field trip on April

1. Those participating are asked to meet at the home of Mary Anne Pickens.
Guests are welcome, The trip will end at noon, Be sure and wear comfortable
shoes and protective clothing. For more information call 409-732-5058.

oriented and will stress the 4-H pro-
gram,” said Hunter.

He added that he is the current
president of the Madison County
Farm Bureau and was recently elected
to the chamber's board of directors,

Commissioners questioned Hunt-
er on his knowledge of rice and row
crops and Hunter said he would have
to relearn some of the technology, but
“1 would accept that as a challenge.”

Hunter said he had also in-
terviewed for a position for another
county and there was the possibility
for two additional interviews.

“I am ready for a move and | like
what | have seen in Colorado County,
but I also have some other offers” said
Hunter,

Wilson emphasized time and
again that Hunter was the "best person
for the job™ in Colorado County and,
hopefully, the position would be filled
by May 1.

The Court also received an update

Saving the Hospital, doing the tax district... Part 2

from Larry Blazek of the Texas De-
partment of Transportation on Colo-
rado County projects. Blazek in-
formed commissioners that a 12-mile
section of Interstate 10 from Alleyton
o the Austin County line will be
reworked.

In other business, the Court:

*Rejected an offer for an exchange
deed from Dr. Joseph Colquhoun for
right of way along Weishuhn Road in
Precinct 3 after Commissioner Jerome
Wicke said it was no longer needed;

*Adopted a resolution of respect
for Margaret Litzmann, county clerk
from Feb. 17, 1967, 1o Dec. 31, 1968;

«Adopted a resolution of appre-
ciation for Darrell Gertson for his
service a5 the county’s emergency
management coordinator,

+Adopied a resolution W support
of House Bill 252 to outlaw the use of
salt domes and sulphur mines for
hazardous waste disposal at the re-

{See Commissloners, Page 10)
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Edge Museum at 408 E. Main.

number as victim!

reserved seating is $8,

for one of those evenings!

N

Prairie Edge Players
presentation this weekend

Prairie Edge Players are putting the final touches on their i
production of “Bull inaChina Shop” scheduled for Frida ndm
March 31 and April 1, &t 8 p.m. Performances will be held in the Prairie

The comedy-mystery by C.B. Gilford shows what happens when a
houseful of sweet, little old spinsters discover that a handsome bachelor
lives just across the street. When they leam he is a homicide detective,
they are faced with the problem of how 10 attract his attention. The
answer is simplicity itself: a nice, genteel homicide with one of their

The play, featuring actors from Eagle Lake, Sheridan and Garwood,
is directed by Dr. Raymond Thomas and produced by Mrs. Helen Craig.
[t promises outstanding entertainment for the entire family.

Some reserved seat tickets are still available from Liz Waddell at
Gifts of Distinction, 115 N. McCarty in Eagle Lake. The price of

Ceneral admission tickets may be
member at a cost of $5.50. Tickets will also be available at the door.
Mark your calendars for March 31 and April | and be in Eagle Lake

For more information, call 234-2807.

2/

from any cast or crew

J

Board strategies to keep the Hospital

Submitted By
ELCH Administration

Last week, the history of Eagle
Lake Community Hospital was re-
viewed with focus on the factors con-
tributing to the Hospital's financial
difficulties, To summarize, major
changes in the Medicare/Medicaid
programs, local economic stagnation,
and physician/staff reductions during
the past decade have been the signifi-

cant causes of the Hospital's prob-
lems.

This week, we take a look at some
of the ways we've tried to deal withthe
problem.

To increase the number of physi-
cians using the hospital, the Board of
Directors cooperating with the Tho-
mas Clinic, sought to recruit another
physician to be part of the clinic. The
recruiting process proved surprisingly

lengthy and, because of its length, a
physician's assistant was hired to
handle some of the patient load while
the search continued. Finally, a5 a
result of this effort, Dr. John Lane
joined the Thomas Clinic in 1993,
Another way to increase admis-
sions to the Hospital was toexpand the
service area of the Hospital by estab-
lishing clinics outside the customary
service area. Physicians in those clin-

ics would admit people to the Hospital
which established the clinic.

Many of our neighboring hospitals
have set up such clinics, For example,
the Colorado-Fayetie Medical Center
in Weimar has established clinics in
Flatonia, Schulenburg and Giddings;
Columbus Community Hospital has a
clinic in Industry; and Trinity Medical
Center in Brenham has clinics in La
Grange as well as Giddings.

In 1989, the Board of Directors
decided 1o open a clinic in Sealy since
the Sealy Hospital had closed in 1987.
The initial effort to establish a climic
failed to achieve the goal of more
admissions. The Board tried again in
1993 with a new clinic directed by Dr.
Jaime Midez. Unfortunately, Dr.
Midez has just recently left 10 join a
busy, urban practice elsewhere in the
state, but the Sealy Medical Clinic is
having a positive impact on the Hospi-
tal because of the full-time nurse prac-
titioner and physician support from
Drs. Ravindra Kumar and Russell
Thomas.

Finally, in 1992, the Board -
tempied to bring in another physician

million. The rebates of §11.7 million to Texas counties The Austin sales tax rebate for March was $5.6 million, alo fi : p ications for the the Board of Trustees. Since the dis-
elct 3% s over i 101 mllon pymens o 15.6% bove e Match 1994 ey et o $47 il oo Far ot e wﬂm;mﬁﬂmm;w Sicsblntis viavolions g e Rabies Clinic in Garwood April 1 0 0 Mok o o o
| " . p - ; no ONE Was avi a nl- : . : ; i . i
: This month's payments include local sales taxes col- major metro area in Texas, with employment growing a mh' "mm“hpu{gﬂﬂfuﬁ Councilwoman René Cooper- Stration office to update the list of The Garwood Lions Club is sponsoring a Rabies Clinic on Sat. April 1. mﬂ‘:‘n&mhnmﬂ .
lected in Jan. and reported by businesses filing monthly whopping 6.8% in the last year," Sharp said, “for the iobe installed by the City from the dint Scott announced that the Selection candidates. Dogs and cats can be vaccinated for $6 each at the Garwood School Shop mdinﬂlyu:ﬂn‘:t[ﬂyml
returms in Feb. highest year-over-year employment growth in Austin oo 4o jond being acquired by theCity; Committee has namowed those 25 AsoflastTuesday, March 14, Jack  berween 12 and 2 p.m. Dr. R. H. Potter will be giving the vaccinations. recruiting began is, 1
The City of Houston received the larges municipal  since summer 1993. and adrainage way will beinstalledon down to 14 candidates. Applications Vawter, incumbent for Place 4, had Habitat for Humanities to meet April 4 quite characteristic of physicians re-
sales tax rebate of $15.7 million, up 8.5% from the $14.4 The City of Fort Worth's $3 million rebate was 6.1% the buyer’s side of the fence 0 protect ~are to be received March 17, filed for re-election; and Robin Tho- : 2t it - - cruited (0 serve in rural areas.
million in March 1994. above the $2.8 million delivered in March 1994. Arli from flooding from possible  She commented on the high quali- - mas of Eagle Lake had filed for Place Habitat for Humanities will mect at the United Methodist Church located In addition to physician recruiting,
, — received $2.7 million, a 3.5% increase over the $26 | Ea L g fications of the applicants 1o be inter- 5 Which had been held by Sam Center at 301 West St. Charles in Weimar on Tues. April 4 at 7 p.m. % there have beon cxieasive fund-tais-
_ o for the sams period last year. “The City will accept the re- viewed. until recently. Congressional rep in Columbus | ingefforts. The Board formed the Rice
WMW@MMM&@@J sponsibility for property taxes as of Congressman Greg fin will have a Congressional assistant at the A Medical Foundation for the primary
since last year for a 2.3% increase, service acres O. w7y . Laugh . r ¥ v of raising money, and it has
ﬁmm the most jobs added,” Sharp stated. Inﬂlmmﬁmm Pharmacy & Your Health courthouse in Columbus on Tuesday, April 4, between the hours of 9:30 and Wintermann honored Tiad considerable succest The money
Increased consumer confidence was reflecied in the gc el vear was reviewed and dis- x b L David Wintermann of Esgle Lake, right, was hon- have set an axample for both federal and state agen- raised ($250,000 in 1994), however,
. mmnumdfm%m-pﬁﬂ s = D . Senior Citizens dance April 7 ored by the Texas Parks & Wildiife and U.S. Fish & cles.” has all gone o subsidize Hospital
.| Sharp said. “Plus, Wrangler has announced plans for 300 Hﬂc:’hwm'hmmﬂ oid Steve K. Balas, RPh ci;i:wudm_;cmﬁidny.hpril?.fm?:]ﬂp:I&!.JﬁmnﬂuKCHlld.mhrLu;i: Attwater's Prairie Chicken. For more than 25 ysarsyou _tional Refuge outside Eagle Laks, and Royce Jurrles been substantial, but not substantial

cities in our area, the amounts of sales tax rebates base. used in 1994-95, was used to E“mp:ﬁm Refreshments and door prizes will be given and the public is

this wonth, along with the change from last year are: oo the new budget. -Patient Counsaling - We Accept Master Card, VISA, Discover &

' : C“"'""",I m‘, 1443, +16.92%; Weimar, S6.897.42, ~'w (iris orecented, there willbeno | American Express +Insurance Plans: Blue Cross, NPA, PCS, Pro- ‘Cultures on the Colorado’ next Saturday Eagle Lake Police, Colorado County Sheriff...
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I ' . R e o m';ﬂﬂ e rates will increase from $9.50 to 311 i i ' “100 Women in Hats Aprll 9 ot that on 22,0fTi- taken and the case is under investiga- - Clem wis o nile e for

Sealy, $118,782.29, +14.53%; Bellville, $62,868.95, month per household reflected on Acetaminophen is back in the news. In late December there were . : : 4 ' o ment reported March g ey vestiga Mrmhuhmwhlﬁhh Hﬂﬁ”“ﬁ aggravaied

' +6.95%; El Campo, $390,238.40, + 10.03%; and Wharton, ol Iw if the ordinance is news reports of health problems linked 1o acetaminophen (Tylenol), a Providence BqlutrﬂiultthIpuentlm Women in Hats” on Sunday mmmmmw e ey . ey o s e Ay =
' $249,570.16, 0.41% "‘,m""_f“‘m., popular over-the-counter pain and fever medicine. These reports morming, April9,a 11:30..m. Rev. Coby Shoner . Pasor, invies thepublic 200 E. Post ahoecs  Offcer Brim Ockon o vt prages.
On the county level, Colorado County’s March check ™y o0t ooe fundis some $25,000 | indicated that use of the drug could lead to kidney and liver damage. | (0 attend. For more information call 409-234-2069. ;n:ﬁhwm N report huh.hw
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Medicine.

According to the study conducted at Johns Hopkins University,
sbout 10 percent of scrious kidney discase in the United States is
caused by acctaminophen that is raken for long periods of time. For
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Volunteers to
scour the state

Prople are tlking trash again i
Texs. s

any more and
if they did as

onMarch 23, and reported at & 59 am.
Two vehicles were broken into at this

The Eagle Lake Study Club is planning a trip on April 12 to the Painted  males agreed notto
Churches in the Schulenburg ares. The trip will be made by vehicle 50 nocharges would be
an accurate count must be had to arange for enough cars. A box lunch will be
available for $3, tour cost is $4 per person. Call Betty Wilcox at 234-3554 for
information and reservation, ;
Farmer's Market need members

mcmcmrﬂ:mw-mﬁ:ﬂ
market their produce (vegetables, ' hd plants)
to the consumer. |f interested, call 409-

Seaholm Golf Tournament set for April 22
The annual Nancy Juul Seahoim Golf Tournament is scheduled for Satur-

County, §78,927 94, +9.89%; year-i0-date,
+4,63%. Austin County, $41,043.60, +1.75%;
date, $157,389.17, +5.66%.

§

)
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day for over a year can double a person's risk of kidney failure. The
same risk existed if more than 1,000 tablets were taken over several
years. Persons who took aspirin did not appear to bave this increased
risk. A separate rescarch team reported that consumption of high
doses of acetaminophen during voluntary or illness-related fasting
can cause serious liver damage.

Rescarchers indicate that these do not effect most situa-
tions where people take for a few days for a headache,
fever, or the flu. This medicine has a long record of safety and can
continue to be used safely if proper dosage are followed.
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